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To develop inspirational young 

people who are prepared to think 

conceptually about global issues 
 

To encourage a greater sense of 

responsibility in the task of 

serving our world 
 

To create a greater appreciation 

and understanding of other 

cultures and how this impacts 

the daily lives of people in the 

developing world 
 

To encourage children to think 

laterally with regard to ways in 

which they may be able to 

contribute towards meeting the 

needs of others. 
 

We are committed to the 

truths of Christianity, and our 

Statement of Faith provides 

the primary elements of 

doctrine. 
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Georgina’s Reflections 
 

Spring is a favourite season of mine because of new 
life which becomes evident all around us in nature 
and how appropriate too that we celebrate Easter at 
this time. 
 

I count it a real privilege to be able to work with 
children and to plant seeds in young lives which may 
germinate and produce new aspects for their lives in 

the future.  They are constantly listening and reacting to the information 
that is around them in a far deeper way than most of us did as children.  I 
am often amazed by the depth of their thinking concerning the needs in our 
world and what should be done to change them. To consider and speak 
about an issue is really important, but to act upon what you hear is on a 
totally different level. Sometimes we are all guilty of talking about some-
thing but we don’t get around to doing it.  I have been thrilled by the actions 
of several children over recent weeks and I would like to share these with 
you throughout this newsletter. 
 

You may remember that in the previous newsletter we highlighted the work 
of Dr Nathen Henson, an Ophthalmic Surgeon who is working in Cusco, 
Peru.  Just before Christmas, I was able to take several assemblies in 
Primary schools to talk about the doctor’s work with those who cannot 
afford glasses or eye surgery.  Some weeks later I received a call from one 
of the Deputy Head Teachers and she told me that, following the visit, one 
of the children had approached her to say she wanted to help raise some 
money for the doctor.  Her idea was to bring in a teddy bear and she and 
her friends would raise money by running a ‘name the bear’ and a ‘pin the 
nose on a reindeer’ stall.  A little girl called Grace, aged 5, won the bear 
and she told me how her name had been picked out of a bag by the Head 
Teacher.  “I was really excited when I won - the bear is called Grace, that is 
the same name as mine and we are helping people” she said.  This school 
has raised enough money to provide someone with an eye operation that 
could give back their sight.  Due to the actions of one child in the UK, a 
ripple effect has taken place in the world that will affect the life of someone 
in Peru.  It is so true that actions speak louder than words, and this school 
has proved that! 
 

Though ‘Our World’ is only a small organisation we are part of something 
so much bigger, and when we all work together exciting changes can 
happen in the world.  On behalf of myself and our Trustees, I would like to 
thank you for your continued interest and support.     
 

Georgina Varney 



 

Glasses Competition 

Supporting Dr Henson in Peru 
 

Inspirational ideas for frames on glasses came in from 
many different groups of children, including schools, 
and Girls’ and Boys’ Brigades.  We received many 
fantastic and creative ideas as entries for our 
competition to raise funds for eye operations, and 
glasses for people in Peru who could not afford to pay 
for them.  It was sometimes quite difficult to choose the 
winners as we had so many great designs.  

 

I want to highlight a brother and sister who not only 
entered the competition and made some great glasses, 
but at the ages of 5 and 7 years old raised £19.00 
themselves to buy glasses for someone in Peru.  “Well 
done, children, you have been a real example again of 
doing more than just talking about helping.”  It would 
have been so easy just to enter the competition but 
they went further.  And, guess what?  When their 
entries were judged by a primary school teacher who 
lives in another part of Birmingham, she chose both of 
their entries to receive a prize and didn’t know they 
were related. 
 

I was just about to close the fundraising when three 
children approached me to say that they wanted to 
raise some more money for Peru.   Charlie, Darcy and 
Eve, Year 3 children, have been making bracelets and 
are going to sell them at school.  Again, this is another 
example of going a little further. 
 

One of our supporters who sent a gift, said “I had a 
cataract operation last year, and I know what a 

                               difference it can make”.  
 
At present, we have raised enough to pay for 
approximately ten operations.  Just think, if 
we hadn’t become involved we would not 
have had an effect on ten people’s lives.  
Every little helps. You can see from the 
pictures how clever the designs are … well 
done to everyone!  I know Dr Henson will be 
so pleased to hear our news. 

 



  
‘Our World’ Harvest Weekend Celebration  
 

It’s often difficult these days to convey 
to families and young people the 
importance of celebrating Harvest.  
Our shops are full of produce all year 
round and, as we shop, we are faced 
with endless choices of food and 
drink.  We want for very little yet many 
in the world have so little.  Last 
Autumn, Godalming Baptist Church in 

Surrey thought they would try a new approach to their Harvest service.    
 

At one time, Georgina was the Pastoral Assistant at the church. Many 
people still fondly remember her and, as part of our “Away Team”, we keep 
up-to-date with her work and ministries.  We have also been experimenting 
recently with Messy Church, so it wasn’t difficult to link ‘Our World’ in with 
our Messy Harvest Thanksgiving.  
 

During our Sunday morning worship, and following a time of praise and 
worship in our main church and a short introduction, we invited Georgina to 
run various activities. Stations were set up in advance around the building.  
They each explored one of the topics that Georgina takes into schools with 
her, including Fairtrade, Africa and Water. We also provided prayer spaces 
specifically for the world and our locality.  As always when Georgina 
organises these workshops, there were brilliant visual aids, CDs playing, 
sweets to suck while praying …... it was a truly sensory approach.  After 
our time together in the church, the congregation were encouraged to visit 
as many of the stations as they wished, spending however long they 
wished at each.  After the allocated time we reassembled in the church 
where Georgina drew everything together and brought the service to a 
close.  
 

So many people commented afterwards that it 
had been a worshipful and thought-provoking 
experience.  We left knowing that we had 
been in communion with Creator God, and we 
had been shown ways in which our 
“celebration” was not just for this season but 
was an ongoing celebration of what God can 
do when people are willing to be His hands 
and feet in the world.   
 
We made good use of Georgina that weekend. 
 



 
 
As well as the Sunday morning service, she spoke inspiringly on the 
subject “You can make a Difference”  at the Connect Womens’ breakfast at 
Wetherspoons.  Later that evening at our Harvest Supper, she also  
showed slides about her work in the UK and overseas.  It was a truly 
memorable weekend, inspirational and challenging.  It was an alternate 
Harvest where we not only gave thanks to God for His provision, but we 
also had the opportunity to see that we all have a part to play in providing a 
harvest for the world.  
 

John and Jenny Leforte  (Trustees) 

 

Valentine’s Event Supports Uganda 
 
People often say that many of the events 
being introduced into our yearly calendar are 
more about supporting our retail economy, 
and who knows what we will be celebrating 
next?  According to research, the UK has 
spent over £1 billion on Valentine’s Day this 
year.  Well, our friends who have been 
knitting cardigans for Uganda took part in a 
special event to show people they are all 
loved by God and are important.     
 
Many people came to take part in a variety of sessions: cake icing, flower 
demonstrations, puzzles, card making, and activities for the men, including 
just reading the paper with a coffee.  It was all about being part of the event 

and, at the end, a wonderful lunch was 
provided.  It was a fantastic day when 
everyone felt included.   
 

The team at Five Ways Methodist Church 
donated all the profits from the day to pay 
for the postage on cardigans they have 
knitted and sent to ‘New Hope’ Baby Unit.   
 

As you can see, everyone who attended 
really enjoyed it, whilst showing their 
support for the project. Maybe it is 
something you could do in the future and 
invite friends and people who live on their 
own to an event like this.  What a great 
way to spend a Saturday! 



 
 

‘A Different Kind of Christmas’ 
 

This new workshop for Christmas was designed to highlight the problems 
faced by those who have difficulties with sight or hearing.  The children 
were able to take part in a range of activities that enabled them to 
experience in a small way some of the everyday tasks that can be a real 
challenge.  Many of the children had grandparents who use a hearing aid, 
but they hadn’t really thought about how they would feel not being able to 
hear the sounds at Christmas.  We also talked about ‘hearing dogs’. 

 

All the children knew about guide dogs but knew little of 
how people with sight problems managed.  ‘Guide Dogs 
for the Blind’ supplied us with acetate glasses showing a 
variety of sight problems, such as glaucoma and macular 
degeneration. The children loved trying on all the different 
glasses and knew some of the names of the eye 
disorders.   
 

They also learnt how braille was created by Louise Braille 
and how to identify letters in the alphabet by the raised 
dots. There were code words to break and they wrote 
their names and Christmas messages in braille.  Our 
friends at ‘Torch Trust for the Blind’ kindly donated eye 
masks for the children – this enabled them to draw 
objects they could identify by touch.  As you can imagine, 
the children really enjoyed this activity. They also 
designed a Christmas card, stating what kind of materials 

they would use so that a blind person could feel the card.  This evoked 
some great ideas.   
 

During this busy workshop we thought about people in other countries who 
also faced many of these difficulties.  The children recognised that many 
people in countries such as Malawi, where ‘Torch Trust’ has a great work, 
would face even more hardships and lack of equipment compared with 
people in the UK. Several children commented that they had never thought 
about this before!  We received very positive feedback from this workshop.  
One of the teachers commented, “This was a great workshop. I have just 
heard my class in the playground telling their parents all about Braille.  
Activities in the session were spot on and just the right length of time”.  
One little girl said, “I didn’t realise how difficult it is to be blind”.  This was a 
very thought-provoking workshop and many children said they had lots to 
think about!   
 

Hundreds of children took part in one of these sessions over the Christmas 
period, and due to the response I would hope to offer this again in 2014.  



 
        

    Coffee and Cakes 

           for Charity 
 

Each Thursday morning from 9.00 am to 12.30 pm, Bethel Baptist Church 
in Pontyclun, South Wales, hold the ‘Oasis Coffee Shop’ in their Coffee 
Lounge.  It is a great opportunity to come together for drinks and home-
made cakes and to relax with friends.  There is plenty for the children to do 
with a variety of toys available for them to play with.  All contributions taken 
for the drinks and foodstuffs are given to different deserving charities each 
month; so a huge “Thank you” to the team of ladies at the church who run 
the coffee shop - we really appreciate your support.  Also a big ‘Diolch yn 
fawr’ to all of those who attend the coffee shop. 

 

New Workshops  

  

I have recently been asked to provide work-
shops on countries such as Brazil and South 
Africa.  Alongside these, I am working on a brand 
new workshop entitled ‘Transport Around the 
World’.   Over many years of travelling to many 
countries, I have experienced various modes of 
transport, including a small aeroplane that took 
me into a jungle in Bolivia. I have great respect 
for the pilots of many light aircraft who deliver 
medical help and supplies into some of the 
most difficult and remote areas in the world. 

 

Global Workshops are created 

and developed from first-hand 
experiences of other countries. They 
have been designed to enrich 
children’s cultural knowledge, 

encouraging critical thought about 
children across the world and the 
realities of their daily life. 
 

 
 
Do you know of any school that might be interested in a Workshop? 
 



 

Name the Teddy Bear 

 

 
A huge ‘Thank You’ to all the children at Straits 
Primary School who support ‘Our World’ on such a 
regular basis.   
 
 
As mentioned on the first page of our newsletter, a 
teddy bear was won in the ‘Name the Bear’ 
competition. 
 

 
 
The school also raised funds by 
collecting clothes through the ‘Bags 2 
School’ initiative. These were equally 
divided between the school and the 
Eye Clinic in Peru.  What an amazing 

effort …. Well done! 

 

 

Chris Parker 

I am thrilled to introduce to you the last member of 
our Board of Trustees.  Chris Parker was involved 
with the ‘Owl and the Pussycat’ project prior to its 
name being changed to ‘Our World’ and, since we 
became independent, she has served as a valued 
Trustee.  
 

 

Chris shares our vision for work in the education field and has a vast 
understanding of schools, having worked for many years as a school 
bursar.  She is involved in many areas of service and brings further 
experience of Trustee responsibilities through ‘African Space Trust’, a 
registered charity working with schools and a medical centre in Tanzania. 
 

Together, our Board members possess a great variety of gifts and 
experience which support the work of ‘Our World’ as we seek to further 
develop its ministry. 

 

 



 

Harvest 

Yes, we are early mentioning ‘Harvest’, but we 
would like to encourage you to think differently 
this year.  How can we make this more relevant 
to all ages?  If you would like ideas and to hear 
about our special project, please email us and 
we will send you information during the summer.   

We will be linking with another country, so watch this space. 
 

Return to Africa 
 

In July, I will be returning to Uganda to 
visit Stuart & Sarah Dendy at ‘New 
Hope’ and ‘Hosanna School’ in Kampala.   
This time I will be accompanied by Mrs 
Jayne Stackhouse, Head Teacher at St. 
Margaret’s CE Primary School, Great 
Barr, and Mrs Karen Underwood, Head 
of Foundation Stage at the school. 
 

Last year, children at the school took part in a special 
Uganda day where each class looked at a different 
subject such as malaria, music, gorillas, art and flowers.  
The children took part in a sponsored walk, raising 

money for the two projects we will be visiting.  We are 
really looking forward to the trip and I am sure there will be 
much to share with you in the next issue of our newsletter.  

 

Fairtrade  
 

Fairtrade continues to be a very important subject in 
many schools. This year the focus was on banana 
farmers. As children see bananas in most 
supermarkets, the logo is something they would 
easily notice.  I have been encouraging children to 
become ‘Fairtrade Detectives’ and look out for the logo when they are in 
the shops.  They have shown great interest in the subject because they 
have a real sense of what is right and wrong and being fair is important to 
them.  As part of the workshop, they were asked to find out where different 
fruit and vegetables came from in the world by looking at the food labels.   
As a result, many children are surprised at the distance the food travels 
before it arrives on their plates at meal times.  



 
 [[[[ 

 

Date for your Diary 
 
If you are free on the afternoon of the 5

th
 July 

2014, we are holding a special fundraising event 
which has a ‘Wimbledon’ theme with a strawberry 
tea and an evening BBQ.  It will be an opportunity 
to come and find out all the latest news from ‘Our 
World’ and also meet some of the Trustees.  If 
you would like details of the venue and times, do 
please contact us by email: enquiries@ourworld.org.uk or telephone: 
01384 882960/07969181839.  We do hope you can join us.  
 

 
I am pleased to inform you that we have recently 
become a member of ‘Global Connections’.    With 
over 300 members, Global Connections is a 
growing, vibrant network of UK agencies, churches, 
colleges  and  support  services linked  together for  

  resources, learning and representation. 
 
 
I want to be part of supporting people around the world through 
the ministry of ‘Our World’ 
 

Name …………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Address ………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Postcode …………………………..  Tel: ……………………………………… 
 

Email ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Please send me: 
 

 ‘Our World’ email prayer updates 
  

  
       ‘Our World’ Newsletter 
  
              by email           by post 
   

       Workshop details for my school/church  

 

 

 

 

Some of you have indicated 
that you would be happy to 
have the newsletter sent as 
an email. However, when we 
publish pictures of children 
in schools we are unable to 
email as we need to protect 

their anonymity. 

 



  . 
 

 

SINGLE GIFT PAYMENT 
 

Enclosed is my gift of: 
 

       £10                 £20                 £30                  £50                 other £ …. 
 

      I enclose a cheque/charity voucher made payable to ‘Our World’.  
 

GIFT AID 
 

Using Gift Aid means that for every £1 you give, ‘Our World’ will receive an 
extra 25p.  This helps your donation go further at no extra cost to you. 

 

       Yes, I would like ‘Our World’ to treat all donations I make from now 
and since 1

st
 October 2012 as Gift Aid donations until I notify you 

otherwise.  I confirm that I have paid or will pay an amount of Income 
Tax or Capital Gains Tax for the current tax year that is at least equal 
to the amount of tax that all the charities and community amateur 
sports clubs that I donate to will reclaim from my gifts for the current 
tax year.  I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax 
do not qualify.  I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax for 
every £1 that I have given. 

 

Please inform us if you have any changes in your address details, want to 
cancel this declaration, or no longer pay sufficient tax. 

 

Signature ………………………………… Date ……………………… 
 

REGULAR GIVING – STANDING ORDER 

        I have arranged with my Bank to give ‘Our World’ the sum of £…….... 
 monthly / quarterly / yearly (circle one) commencing on ……………….

  

‘Our World’ 
Barclays Bank Plc. 
47 High Street, 
Dudley, West Midlands. 
DY1 1PP 
 

Sort Code:  20-27-17      ‘Our World’ Account No:  43058573 
 

Please send response form to: 
‘Our World’, 19 Woodcroft Avenue, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 8AE 
 

Tel: 07969 181839 / 01384 882960 
Email: enquiries@ourworld.org.uk 
www.ourworld.org.uk 
 

Charity No. 1152074 

     

 

 

 


